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WINTER 
 

Fault Line by Sarah Andrews                [M/AND] 
When Salt Lake City is hit with a major earthquake on the eve of 
the Winter Olympics, Em Hansen is sent in by the FBI to 
investigate the murder of a state-employed geologist just hours 
after the disaster. 

 
Snow in Winter by Margaret Bacon     [F/BAC] 

Her childhood in England’s Yorkshire Dales, waiting for her father 
who never came, has taught Nell Thorpe the dangers of relying 
upon a man for her emotional of physical livelihood.  Unlike 
Chrissie, the quiet, home-loving cousin she was raised with, Nell is 
a career woman, an academic with no intention of every marrying 
or raising children, until she meets Gregory Nansen. 

 
The Voyage of the Narwhal by Andrea Barrett 
                   [LP/F/BAR] 

A Scholar-naturalist embarks on a perilous expedition to the North 
Pole in the 19th century. 

 
Snowed In by Christina Bartolomeo     [F/BAR] 

Struggling with the freezing conditions of her Portland, Maine, 
home, her husband’s roving eye and a problematic mother-in-law, 
Sophie Quinn finds her life turning around due to unlikely 
opportunities and an unexpected new relationship. 

 
Winter Fire  by Jo Beverley      [F/BEV] 

When a stolen kiss leads to an unexpected and unwanted betrothal 
to the lovely Genova Smith, Lord Ashart finds his mission to 
unlock the mysteries of his past thwarted by his growing passion 
for his bride-to-be. 
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The Burglar in the Library  by Lawrence Block 
          [LP/M/BLO][M/BLO] 

For Bernie Rhodenbarr, bookseller and compulsive burglar, a 
weekend at a country bed & breakfast inn takes an unexpected 
twist when a valuable book is stolen and a dead body turns up in 
the library. 

 
Forty Words For Sorrow by Giles Blunt     [F/BLU] 

The discovery of the body of a supposed thirteen-year-old runaway 
and the disappearance of another youngster in the rural town of 
Algonquin Bay force local cops John Cardinal and his new partner 
Lisa Delorme, into a desperate search for a possible serial killer. 

 
Winter Vendetta by Terrell L. Bowers         [W/BOW] 

When Dave Bryant rides back to Scofield, Montana, so many years 
have passed that no one recognizes him.  This is just as he wants it.  
His parents have been in the ground for twelve years and Dave’s 
revenge has been slow in coming.  But finally all the pieces are in 
place:  Henry Striker and his sons will pay for what they have 
done. 

  
A Hamptons Christmas by James Brady    [F/BRA] 

Christmas in the Hamptons would not be complete without 
traditional holiday trimmings, Steven Spielberg’s children dressed 
as elves and a little girl’s plot to spend Christmas Eve with heroine 
Martha Stewart. 

 
Hotel du Lac by Anita Brookner     [F/BRO] 

This story recounts the holiday of Edith Hope, meek, unmarried 
and thirty-nine, who, on the mend from a disastrous love affair, 
becomes intimately involved with her fellow guests at the Swiss 
Hotel du Lac. 
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Dark Winter by H.B. Broome            [W/BRO] 
Tom English is back.  The struggling landowner and reluctant 
gunfighter sold a herd of cattle to beef baron J.G. Slaughter.  On 
the way to get his money, English hits Frisco, New Mexico, a town 
run on whiskey and guns, where the only law is in the hands of the 
drunken cowboys.  Within minutes of arriving in town, Tom makes 
a dangerous enemy, a gunman and cowboy named McCarty.  
Protecting a boy from the rowdy cowboys, English lands in 
trouble. 

 
Chill Factor by Sandra Brown          [NB/F/BRO][NB/F/BRO] 

When a serial killer who leaves a blue ribbon at the site of his 
victims’ last sightings appears in the peaceful town of Cleary 
police chief Dutch Burton finds the case complicated by his ex-
wife’s disappearance during a blizzard. 

 
One Shenandoah Winter by T. Davis Bunn   [F/BUN] 

In the late fall of 1961, Dr. Nathan Reynolds arrived in the isolated 
town of Hillsboro in the rural Shenandoah Valley.  An angry man, 
he immediately clashed with assistant mayor Connie Wilkes and 
eventually with just about everyone else.  Though the townsfolk 
desperately need a doctor, Connie wonders if he will stay any 
longer than he has to and she wishes that she didn’t care one way 
or another. 

 
Winter Chill by Jon Cleary             [M/CLE] 

Orville Brame, prominent lawyer and president of the American 
Bar Association, is found shot through the heart, slumped in a 
monorail, silently circling downtown Sydney.  The next day, the 
body of a security guard is fished out of the harbor.  During the 
ensuing investigation, a talented rookie cop is ruthlessly gunned 
down.  “If something happens, look to the past,” Orville Brame’s 
widow recalls him saying. 
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Red Winter by Michael Cormany           [M/COR] 
The time is 1983.  The turbulent Chicago Democratic mayoral 
primary is on.  Jane Byrne, Richard Daley and Harold Washington 
are battling for the nomination.  Corruption is rampant; hatred is 
being generated on all sides.  The battle lines are drawn against 
political money making schemes that are hallowed part of politics 
in the Windy City. 

 
Scarpetta’s Winter Table by Patricia Cornwell   [F/COR] 

Virginia’s chief medical examiner Dr. Kay Scarpetta and her 
friends and family come together for the holidays to cook and 
celebrate in a special novella that includes Christmas recipes and 
photographs. 

 
The Alpine Pursuit by Mary Daheim         [M/DAH] 

When the opening night of the Alpine Council Dramatic Club’s 
latest production culminates in the murder of one of the actors, 
local newspaper editor Emma Lord assists sheriff Milo Dodge in 
solving the mystery. 

 
Snow Placed to Die by Mary Daheim        [M/DAH] 

Bed and breakfast hostess Judith McMonigie Flynn and her zany 
cousin Renie find themselves stranded by a fierce storm with ten 
suspects and a corpse when they are asked to help cater the 
telephone company’s annual winter retreat at remote Mountain 
Goat lodge. 
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Winter Range by Claire Davis      [F/DAV] 
Ike Parsons is the Sheriff of a small Montana town, with a 
reputation for fairness, common sense and kindness.  When he 
hears that Chas Stubblefield has fallen on hard times in the bitter 
winter, he heads out to the rancher’s spread to offer assistance.  
What Ike finds shocks him to his core: cattle starving in the snow, 
or freezing where they stand and a brooding Stubblefield near 
bankruptcy, living off the meat of his dying, too proud to accept 
help. 

 
Dark Winter by William Dietrich     [F/DIE] 

Imagine you’re standing at the very bottom of the planet.  Fierce 
winter winds howl out on the icescape.  The night is illuminated by 
the brilliant aurora.  There is no possibility of fight, no possibility 
of outside aid.  Then, imagine that among the group of people 
around you, the people you must work with, live with and trust 
with your life, there is at least one killer… 
 

Dawn on a Distant Shore  by Sara Donati    [F/DON] 
Settler Elizabeth Bonner must cross the frozen wilderness of New 
York State in the winter of 1794 in a desperate bid to save her 
husband from being hanged as an American spy. 

 
A Spell of Winter by Helen Dunmore           [LP/F/DUN] 

Abandoned by their parents, Catherine and her brother, Rob, are 
left to the care of their mysterious grandfather, living in an 
enclosed and stifling world, where their only solace is their 
relationship with each other. 
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The Winter Garden Mystery by Carola Dunn              [M/DUN] 
                  [LP/M/DUN] 

In England, 1923, the Honourable Daisy Dalrymple has made a 
decision that, while shocking to her class, is in perfect keeping 
with the spirit of the times.  Rather than live with relatives until she 
marries, she has undertaken to earn her own living with her 
writing.  What she finds in Occles Hall is a household under the 
thumb of the ill tempered and demanding Lady Valeria.  The 
discovery of the body of a pregnant maid buried in the winter 
garden does nothing to improve Lady Valeria’s mood. 

   
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards      [LP/F/EDW] 

In a tale spanning twenty-five-years, a doctor delivers his newborn 
twins during a snowstorm and rashly deciding to protect his wife 
from their baby daughter’s affliction with Down Syndrome, turns 
her over to a nurse, who secretly raises the child. 

 
The Winter People  by John Ehle     [F/EHL] 

It is late fall when Collie Wright sees a man moving through the 
woods towards her cabin on the edge of the small mountain 
community where she lives alone with her baby.  She gets out her 
butcher knife, puts Jonathan down and waits.  To her relief, the 
man turns out to be only a lost traveler with his young daughter. 

 
Winter Games by John Feinstein                      [M/FEI] 

Sleepy Shelter Island is abuzz: the local high school basketball 
star, as yet unsigned, is being wooed by every major college coach 
in the country.  Reporter Bobby Kelleher gets caught up in the 
excitement and finds himself under suspicion when an old friend, 
now an assistant coach of Minnesota State University, is murdered. 

 
Redbird Christmas by Fanny Flagg      [CAS/F/FLA][F/FLA] 

In a tiny and remote Alabama town, an unexpected, unusual and 
life-transforming event that occurs on one Christmas morning 
changes a family and a town forever. 
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Blueberry Muffin Murder by Joanne Fluke          [M/FLU] 

Bakery owner and sleuth Hannah Swensen is on the case when 
Connie Mac, the pompous host of a cable TV cooking show who 
has been chosen to bake this year’s official winter Carnival cake, is 
murdered while eating one of Hannah’s famous blueberry muffins. 

 
Winter of the Wolves by James N. Frey    [F/FRE] 

While he was serving in the Special Forces toward the end of the 
Vietnam War, Tom Croft was recruited by a secret organization 
called the Exchange to “carry on the fight against the 
Communists.”  For many years, Tom performed covert 
assignments around the world with enthusiasm and efficiency, but 
now, with the end of the cold war.  Tom is burned out and sickened 
by some of the things he’s done.  He resigns and settles in a village 
in the Adirondacks to start a new life. 

 
The Dead of Winter by Paula Gosling          [M/GOS] 

It’s the season when Blackwater Bay freezes over and ice fishing 
spells excitement for a handful of hardy locals.  But Jess Gibbons 
couldn’t care less.  To her, Michigan in January is cold and dull: 
almost as dull as her job teaching home economics to unruly teen 
girls at the high school; almost as dull as her life.  Suddenly she 
spies an old ice fisherman running wildly to shore after a day on 
the Blackwater Bay.  The old man has just discovered a fish-
nibbled corpse floating up into an ice hole. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Winter Fiction - 8 - 

Compiled by Lansing Public Library Adult Services Reader’s Advisory 

In the Land of Winter by Richard Grant     [F/GRA] 
This is a story of Pippa Rede, loving single mother and young, 
contemporary which, struggling for subsistence in a frigid and 
wooded northeastern corner of our country.  Imposing strangers 
have burst into Pippa’s world, narrow-mindedly accusing her of 
dark, satanic practices.  Gentle, unobtrusive Pippa, whose answers 
to a life full of questions have always been “yes”, has been labeled 
a monster and left homeless, jobless and childless to face the 
longest, coldest most desperate nights of the year all alone. 

 
A Killer In Winter by Susanna Gregory                  [M/GRE] 

The winter of 1354 is as bad as anyone can remember: as heavy 
snow smothers the countryside, ice chokes the flourmills, causing 
the price of food to spiral upwards once more.  But however cold 
the weather gets, for two individuals it is about to get even colder.  
A drunken attempt at blackmail by Norbert Tulyet, errant scholar 
of the Franciscan Hostel of Ovying, leaves him dead at the hostel 
door.  And in St. Michael’s church a second unidentified body 
holds an even greater mystery, 

 
Snow in August by Pete Hamill [CAS/F/HAM][LP/F/HAM] 
                [F/HAM] 

Michael Devlin, an 11-year-old Irish American, meets Rabbi 
Hirsch, recently arrived from Europe and in return for teaching the 
rabbi about baseball and English, the rabbi teaches Michael 
Yiddish and tells him about Prague, until an Irish gang becomes 
violent in its anti-Semitism. 
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Winter of the Wolf Moon by Steve Hamilton                 [M/HAM] 
Alex McKnight has a souvenir of his days as a cop – a bullet 
lodged too near his heart to be removed.  He also has a guilty 
conscience about the death of his partner in that same shooting and 
now he is left alone in his Spartan log cabin, taking his meals at the 
nearby roadhouse, finding company there when he wants it.  When 
a young Native American woman comes to him asking for help, 
McKnight feels bound to protect her. 

 
A Winter Marriage by Kerry Hardie     [F/HAR] 

Marrying for financial security instead of love, Hannie Bennet 
marries Ned Renvyle, a writer and world traveler setting down on a 
farm in the Irish countryside, only to find her marriage has become 
a prison and she is alienated from those around her. 

 
The Longest Winter by Julie Harris     [F/HAR] 

In 1911, a boy from Abbeville, South Carolina, had his first taste 
of flying.  In 1926, two years after the plane crash death of his best 
friend, John Robert Shaw attempted a solo flight record in a 
refitted Curtiss Jenny, sponsored by a Miami newspaper.  On April 
23, 1926, half of the journey was completed.  On April 27, his 
plane was caught in a storm, went down, and for seventeen years 
he was missing, presumed dead. 

 
Blue Deer Thaw by Jamie Harrison        [M/HAR] 

A mystery set in the Montana town of Blue Deer finds Sheriff 
Jules Clement coping with an out-of-control bachelor party, a 
frozen woman and a valuable art collection, not to mention the 
upcoming wedding of some close friends. 

 
Winter’s Tale by Mark Helprin      [F/HEL] 

When master mechanic Peter Lake attempts to rob a mansion on 
the Upper West Side, young Beverly Penn, the terminally ill 
daughter of the house, catches him and their subsequent love sends 
Peter on a desperate personal journey. 
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The Center of Winter by Marya Hornbacher   [F/HOR] 

In the aftermath of her husband’s devastating suicide, Claire 
Schiller moves with their two young children into the home of her 
in-laws during an oppressive Minnesota winter and shares 
unexpected moments of comfort, healing and humor. 

 
Snow Mountain Passage by James D. Houston   [F/HOU] 

Depicts the hardships, tragedy and devastating starvation that 
confronted the Donner party, which became trapped by winter 
snows in the Sierra Nevada’s, through the eyes of James Frazier 
Reed and his eight-year-old daughter, Parry. 

 
Burning Marguerite by Elizabeth Inness-Brown  [F/INN] 

Awakening on a cold winter morning to find the body of his 
ninety-four-year-old “Tante” Marguerite Deo lying dead outside 
his cabin, carpenter James Jack must confront the mystery of her 
death and the secrets that have impacted his own life. 

 
Winter Kill by James A. Janke     [W/JAN] 

Even though Matt Jenner is a heap younger than scrapper Caleb 
Miller, the two cowpokes are more than just partners.  After the 
twosome is duped by a crooked lawman into bringing a load of 
gold through treacherous frontier country, they realize just what 
good friends they are.  Will the two friends lose their hearts and 
their lives in their attempt to prove their innocence? 
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Winter of the Raven by Janice Kay Johnson   [F/JOH] 
To the rigid society of the 1880’s, Kate Hewitt’s upbringing was 
bound to make her an outcast:  She was raised among her 
missionary father’s congregants – the Haida tribe of the Queen 
Charlotte Islands.  She practiced a most unladylike hobby – 
photography.  Finally the Reverend Hewitt sent his daughter to 
civilized Victoria, British Columbia and before Kate could protest 
her banishment, the minister was murdered. 

 
Come Winter by Douglas C. Jones     [F/JON] 

The author gives us his finest achievement as a novelist: a tapestry 
both lustrous and shadowed of the rural southwest turning on the 
currents of progress out of the dark and turbulent eddies of the late 
nineteenth century. 

 
Flat Lake in Winter by Joseph T. Klempner [LP/F/KLE][F/KLE] 

New York defense attorney Matthew Fielder has quixotically left a 
law practice and urban living to build himself a cabin in the 
Adirondack woods and get by on a legal and pension and whatever 
small lawyer work comes his way.  His client is Jonathan 
Hamilton, who is regarded in the small rural community as “nearly 
retarded” or, more charitably, “slow”.  The young man called the 
authorities one frosty morning to say his wealthy grandparents, 
with whom he lives, have been “hurt real bad.”  The police found 
the couple had been brutally and bloody slashed to death.  Fielder’s 
job is to save the boy’s life. 
 

Winter Moon by Dean Koontz     [LP/F/KOO] 
Policeman Jack McGarvey connects the killing spree of a 
Hollywood director with a vision witnessed by an old caretaker on 
a lonely Montana ranch. 
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Fires of Winter by Johanna Lindsey    [LP/F/LIN] 
A rival Viking chief in Norway abducts Brenna, King Angus’s 
favorite daughter and makes her a house slave for his son Garrick 
but she refuses to do women’s work. 

 
Winter Fire  by Elizabeth Lowell           [F/LOW] 

Orphaned at thirteen, a mail-order bride at fourteen, widowed at 
sixteen, Sarah Kennedy has learned to depend upon no one but 
herself, reserving all her love for her younger brother Conner, and 
for the wounded hawks she heals and returns to the air. 

 
White-Out by James Vance Marshall        [F/MAR] 

The sole survivor of a 1942 World War II mission to the Antarctic 
shares his extraordinary story of survival after a German U-boat 
nearly destroyed their encampment. 

 
A Clash of Kings by George R.R. Martin         [FANTASY/MAR] 

Five separate factions vie for control of the realm of the late Lord 
Eddard Stark, while an ancient form of magic an everlasting winter 
and an unearthly army threaten to return. 

 
Winter Lights by Jan McDaniel           [F/MCD] 

Recovering from the after effects of an airplane crash, highly 
successful business woman Kate Smithers retreats to her 
hometown of Shady Pointe for the holidays.  In the safety of her 
parents’ home, she hopes to escape from her horrible memories of 
the crash and from the relentless pursuit of reporters. 
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Winter Rose by Patricia A. McKillys         [FANTASY/MCK] 
Some said the dying words of Nial Lynn, murdered by his own 
son, were a wicked curse.  To others, it was a winter’s tale spun by 
firelight on cold, dark nights.  But when Corbet Lynn came to 
rebuild his family estate, memories of his grandfather’s curse were 
rekindled by young and old, and rumors filled the heavy air of 
summer. 

 
Winter of Change by Betty Neels     [F/NEE] 

At twenty-one, Mary Jane Pettigrew was perfectly able to look 
after herself, but it came as quite a surprise to discover she had 
inherited a large house and an income to go with it.  There was, of 
course, a catch and his name was Fabian van der Blocq, who had 
been appointed Mary Jane’s guardian.  She couldn’t even marry 
without his consent!  Mary Jane wasn’t going to let Fabian have it 
all his own way.  But that was easier said than done! 

 
Winter House by Carol O’Connell  [CAS/M/OCO][M/OCO] 

When a burglar is caught in the act and killed by an ice pick-
wielding home owner, Mallory discovers that the home owner is 
actually a long-lost child who vanished sixty years earlier 
following the massacre of her entire family with an ice pick. 

 
The Winter Soldier by Diana Palmer    [F/PAL] 

Most everyone in Jacobsville, Texas, steered clear of taciturn Cy 
Parks.  However, spirited Lisa Monroe wasn’t exactly quaking in 
her boots and electrified the formidable loner with her sweetly 
tantalizing kisses.  Their fiery passion escalated when the winter 
soldier returned to the line of duty and claimed the lovely Lisa as 
his bride, to shield her from a revenge-seeking desperado. 
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Dead Of Winter by P.J. Parrish     [F/PAR] 
In the quaint tourist town of Loon Lake, Michigan, a killer is 
taking his vengeance.  One by one, the bodies are found, brutally 
executed, with mysteriously coded death cards placed beside each 
corpse, the gruesome signature of a psychopath.  The only sound 
louder than doors and windows being locked against evil is the 
sound of hearts beating in terror. 

  
The Winter Wolf by Richard Parry     [F/PAR] 

America’s last frontier, Alaska is a forbidding place of great 
natural beauty, harsh weather and dangerous men far from the 
reaches of the law.  Far rougher than Dodge, Leadville or 
Tombstone, the frozen boomtowns of Skagway and Nome are 
filled with saloons, brothels and fugitives out to get rich.  It is into 
this atmosphere that Wyatt Earp brings his wife, Josephine to 
finally strike it rich in the Alaskan gold fields. 

 
Winter Solstice by Rosamunde Pilcher  [   CAS/F/PIL][LP/F/PIL] 
            [F/PIL] 

The December solstice is a turning point.  For some it represents a 
time of darkness, the shortest day of the year.  But for others this 
event, just a few days before Christmas, is about hope, renewal and 
rebirth.  In a story both deceptively simple and effortlessly 
complex, the author brings together five very different people, 
ranging in age from the teens to the mid sixties, each of whom 
must confront very different challenges or losses. 

 
As the Wolf Loves Winter by David Poyer   [F/POY] 

In the old days there were wolves in Hemlock County, 
Pennsylvania.  Then came trapping, timber, oil and gas and 
everything changed.  Now the deserted hills of western 
Pennsylvania are being haunted by new atrocities – what beast or 
man is leaving frozen mangled bodies in the woods? 
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Winter in the Heart by David Poyer      [F/POY] 
W.T. Halvorsen, an innocent man, is being scapegoat for the 
crimes of the rich and the mighty.  Dragged into a western 
Pennsylvania courtroom in chains and shackles, Halvorsen must 
convince a judge and jury that everything they know about their 
state, their government and their town’s chief employer is a lie. 

 
Winter Knights by Frances Ray, Shirley Hailstock  [F/RAY] 
    & Donna Hill 

Christmas wishes, Kwanzaa kisses and New Years near misses.  
Holiday romance has a magic all its own and can heat up even the 
coldest winter night.  Sit back and embrace the joy of this very 
special time of year, when dreams of desire really do come true… 

 
A Trust Betrayed by Candace M. Robb           [M/ROB] 

In the spring of 1297, with her husband missing since winter and 
believed to be caught up in the Scottish rebellion against the 
English, Margaret Kerr sets out alone to find Roger and uncover 
the truth about his cousin’s murder. 

 
Born on Ice by Nora Roberts      [F/ROB] 

Enjoying a spell of peace and quiet when a harsh winter storm 
chases visitors away from her bed and breakfast, Brianna 
Concannon anticipates the arrival of Grayson Thane, an American 
mystery writer with a painful past. 

 
Fifty Degrees Below by Stanley Robinson   [NB/F/ROB] 

After years of denial and non-action, a near future Earth faces a 
crossroad when it is threatened with the dire implications of global 
warming, an environmental crisis that ironically could unleash a 
devastating Ice Age on the planet. 
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Winter Winds by Gayle Roper       [F/ROP] 
After a tragedy riddled early life, Dori MacAllister has made a 
quiet place for herself on the West Coast, far from the landscape of 
her earlier heartbreaks.  When she receives word that the man who 
raised her is gravely ill, she is drawn back to a place full of love, 
longing and betrayal. 

 
Winter and Night  by S.J. Rozan            [M/ROZ] 

Private investigator Bill Smith tracks a fifteen-year-old boy who 
has escaped police custody back to his home town in New Jersey, 
where he hopes to learn more about why the boy is on the run. 
     

Winter Prey by John Sandford    [CAS/F/SAN][LP/F/SAN][F/SAN] 
It is winter in the remote, dark Wisconsin woods, but the chill in 
the local sheriff’s bones has nothing to do with the weather.  The 
extravagance of the crime is new to him: the murdered man, 
woman and child; the machete-like knife through the man’s head; 
the ashes of the fire consumed house spread over the ice and snow.  
In desperation, the sheriff turns for help to the reclusive lawman 
he’d heard had a cabin up there. 

 
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See   [F/SEE][LP/F/SEE] 

A story of friendship set in nineteenth-century China follows an 
elderly woman and her companion as they communicate their 
hopes, dreams, joys and tragedies through a unique secret 
language. 

 
Snowfall by Mitchell Smith        [NB/F/SMI] 

In a world transformed by the coming of a new Ice Age and the 
resulting collapse of human civilization, a small group of Trappers 
heads south, led by a man few of them trust and by Doctor Catania 
Olsen, a woman whose life is transformed by the journey. 
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In the Bleak Midwinter by Julia Spencer-Fleming  [F/SPE] 
Clare Fergusson, the first female priest of an Episcopal church in 
Millers Kill, New York, finds herself immersed in murder when a 
newborn baby is abandoned and a young mother is brutally slain, 
forcing her to dig deeply into the town’s secrets. 

 
A Fine and Bitter Snow by Dana Stabenow [CAS/M/STA][M/STA] 

The possibility of drilling for oil in an Alaskan wildlife preserve 
near the home of private investigator Kate Shugak has battle lines 
drawn.  When a ranger loses his job for political reasons and a 
passionate conservation spokesperson is found poisoned, the war 
begins in earnest. 

 
The Winter of Our Discontent by John Steinbeck  [F/STE] 

A New Englander learns the bitter lesson that it is not possible to 
be a little dishonest. 

 
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit Of Murder           [M/SWE] 
   By Karen Swee 

In the winter of 1777, Abigail Lawrence, mistress of New Jersey’s 
Raritan Tavern, stumbles upon the body of an overnight guest and 
must uncover the truth about a crime that also involves spies, 
traitors and stolen diplomatic letters. 

 
The Winter Garden by Johanna Verweerd   [F/VER] 

She was hiding from painful memories and trying to ignore the 
growing realization that life was passing her by.  So, she attempts 
to lose herself in her work, designing beautiful gardens for other 
people.  She has just begun planning a glass-enclosed winter 
garden when the letter arrives.  “You’ll have to come soon,” 
writers her sister.  “Mother won’t last much longer…”  Should she 
rush to her mother’s bedside?  Would Mother even want her there?  
Yet, if she does return home, she might finally learn the secret of 
her past and learn why her mother could never seem to love her. 
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The Wolf Of Winter by Paula Volsky    [FANTASY/VOL] 
Of all the excesses indulged in by the decadent Rhazaullean 
nobility, only one is absolutely forbidden-necromancy.  It is to 
these addictive arts that Prince Varis has secretly resorted, hoping 
to usurp the Wolf Throne through a serpentine choreography of 
murder and to forge a shining empire.  As winter looms ahead, 
their encounter threatens to shape for both of them a destiny far 
different and far more dangerous than either could ever have 
imagined. 

 
Warm Winter Love by Canstance Walker                  [F/WAL] 

Schoolteachers Katie Jarvis and Jason King are the perfect couple.  
Theirs may not be the romance of the century, but no one doubts  
their upcoming marriage will be a success.  No one, that is, except 
Katie.  In the course of a one-week skiing trip, she has managed to 
do the unthinkable: fall blindly, passionately in love with another 
man! 

 
A Week In Winter by Marcia Willett    [F/WIL] 

When Maudie Todhunter, the elderly owner of a charming 
farmhouse in Cornwall, decides to sell the family homestead, a 
family drama unfolds with old secrets bubbling to the surface. 

 
A Rose in Winter by Kathleen E. Woodiwiss  [LP/F/WOO] 

Sold by her debt ridden father to be the wife of the deformed Lord 
Saxon, beautiful Erienne Fleming, entangled in a vengeful plot, 
becomes devoted to her husband, yet still yearns for handsome 
Christopher Seton. 

 
Death of a Winter Shaker by Deborah Woodworth          [M/WOO] 

The peaceful Shakers, pledged to hard work, worship and 
nonviolence could scarcely believe there was a dead body in their 
herb house.  The handsome young drifter known as a “Winter 
Shaker” had professed to be a believer and find refuge from the 
cold and the depression.  Now he’d gotten himself murdered. 



Winter Fiction - 19 - 

Compiled by Lansing Public Library Adult Services Reader’s Advisory 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

10/04 jg 
 

Updated 05/06 
 
This is a selected list.  For Reader’s Advisory suggestions 
please see our computer catalog or ask at the Adult Services 
desk. 
 
 

F=Fiction 
LP=Large Print 

M=Mystery 
CAS=Book on Cassette 

NB=New Book 
SciFi=Science Fiction 

Fant=Fantasy 


